
 

London hosts works by Picasso 
and Miró to commemorate the 
Universal Exposition of Paris

The exhibition “Art revolutionaries”, that includes seventeen 
paintings, drawings and sculptures, commemorates the 
80th anniversary of the Pavilion of the Spanish Republic for 
the Exposition Internationale in 1937.
Universal Spanish artists Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, Alexander Calder and Julio 
González will be the protagonists of a magnificent exhibition in London (6 Duke 
Street, St James's, London SW1Y 6BN) at Mayoral art gallery from January 18 to 
February 10. The exhibition, called Art revolutionaires, commemorates the 80th 
anniversary of the Pavilion of the Spanish Republic for the Exposition Internationale 
des Arts et des Techniques appliquées à la Vie Moderne, in 1937 in Paris, with the 
aim of paying homage to the artists who took place in it. Mayoral is a gallery 
specialised in modern and post-war art of Barcelona, focusing on the period 
1930-1975. 

Art revolutionaries includes seventeen paintings, drawings and sculptures, among 
which Standing Woman and Sitting Woman (1939) and Woman Head (1957) by Pi-
casso; Untitled (1934) and Métamorphose (1936) by Miró; and The Red Base (1969) 
and Crag with Yellow Boomerang and Red Eggplant (1974) by Calder. The selection 
of works shares a very close link with those presented by the republican artists in 
1937. Many of them were created by the same technique and style or have the same 
story behind its conception. 

The Spanish Pavilion for the Universal Exposition of Paris, 1937, was created in a 
period of great turbulence, as Spain was in the midst of a Civil War. For this reason, 
the Pavilion presented by the Spanish Republican Government became a strategic 
platform to vindicate the tragic situation the country was going through. The curator 
of the exhibition, Juan Manuel Bonet, former director of the Museo Nacional Centro 
de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid, explains: “Everyday there is an increased awareness 
that the International Exposition was an exceptional event”. 
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The architects who designed the building in 1937 were Josep Lluís Sert and Luis La-
casa, and José Gaos was the curator of the exhibition. The main artists were Picas-
so (Guernica), Miró (The Reaper, a work that has been lost)), Calder (Mercury Foun-
tain) and González (Montserrat). They created some of the most relevant pieces in 
art history. 

In this regard, Picasso commented: “Maybe, later on, some art historian will prove 
that my painting has changed because of the war. I myself don’t know”. According to 
Joan Miró’s grandson Joan Punyet Miró: “The Reaper and Guernica seemed political 
propaganda posters of monumental dimensions. Nobody chose a solid and durable 
support, because they knew in advance that those works were ephemeral, just to 
make an impact, and that they would finally disappear together with the pavilion.” 

Furthermore, a reconstruction of The Reaper –approved by the Fundació Joan Miró 
of Barcelona- will be shown. Thus, the exhibition wishes to express, with the utmost 
enthusiasm and rigor, admiration for a group of brave artists who were committed to 
their ideals and their nation and who fought for them from their particular trenches: 
artistic creation. 

The connection with London 

The exhibition has an important archival and documentation section. Alongside 
Miró’s famous mural, it is going to show the involvement of the Artists International 
Association (an exhibiting society founded in London in 1933, which held exhibitions 
and events to promote and support various left-of-center political causes); they made 
many different activities to raise money for Spain.  

It will illustrate how other British artists like Felicia Browne (the British artist who 
fought for the republican side in the Spanish Civil War and who died in combat) and 
Henri Moore were involved in the Republican cause and the struggle for democracy. 
Among all the documents, a poster designed by Henri Moore, “We ask your atten-
tion”, will be on display. The poster was created on the occasion of the Artists’ In-
ternational Congress and Exhibition, and published by the Surrealist Group and 
printed by the Farleigh Press (T. U.), Watford, Herts in 1938. 

Documentation from the tour exhibition of the Guernica by Picasso will also be 
shown, the very first stop of which took place in London at the New Burlington Gal-
leries in 1938. 

“Art Revolutionaries” has had the collaboration of the best experts in the field, as well 
as the support of the Successió Miró, the Calder Foundation, the Fundació Joan 
Miró of Barcelona, the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía of Madrid, the 
CRAI (University of Barcelona), the Harvard Library, the Henry Moore Foundation 
and Instituto Cervantes London.
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For more information on Art Revolutionaries, please contact Chloe Kinsman or Carlotta Dennis-Lovaglio  
E: chloe@pelhamcommunications.com or carlotta@pelhamcommunications.com / T: +44 20 8969 395 

Art Revolutionaries   
 
Mayoral at 6 Duke Street, St James's, London SW1Y 6BN  
18 January – 10 February 2017 

Private View: 17 January 2016, 6-9pm 

“[…] I have always believed and still believe that artists who live and work with spiritual values cannot and 
should not remain indifferent to a conflict in which the highest values of humanity and civilisation are at 
stake.”  
Pablo Picasso, The New York Times, 1937 
 

 
 

 
Mayoral presents an exhibition inspired by the Spanish Pavilion at the 1937 Paris Exposition Internationale des 
Arts et Techniques dans la Vie Moderne, commemorating 80 years since its inauguration. The original Pavilion 
marked a crucial moment during the Spanish Civil War (17 July 1936 – 1 April 1939), with the Spanish Republic 
using it as a platform to demonstrate to the rest of the world the atrocities that were taking place in Spain.  
 
Similarly to the original pavilion, this exhibition features paintings and sculptures by modernist masters 
including Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, Alexander Calder and Julio González. This exhibition in London also brings 
together important archival material, such as rare propaganda posters from the original pavilion and a replica 
of Miró’s infamous work El Segador (The Reaper) which disappeared when the pavilion was dismantled in 
1937. Mayoral’s tribute to the Pavilion is curated by Juan Manuel Bonet, Director of the Instituto Cervantes in 
Paris, and former Director of Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid. The exhibition is produced 
in collaboration with Joan Punyet Miró, historian and grandson of Joan Miró and specialists on the subject, 
Fernando Martin and Josefina Alix. Amongst the works featured will be Picasso’s Head of a Woman, Calder’s 
sculpture Crag with Yellow Boomerang and Red Eggplant and Miró’s Métamorphose. 
 
The Spanish government sought to use the Pavilion as a means of political propaganda, to reveal the cruelty 
of Franco’s regime. Participation in the Paris Exposition became an occasion to reflect on the conflict, with the 

Joan Miró, Head and Birds (1962), Oil on canvas, 65 x 81 cm, Signed lower left: Miró, Courtesy of Mayoral 
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Spanish Government commissioning some of the key artists and designers in the country at that time. The 
commission stimulated the artists to create some of the most significant artworks of their careers: Picasso’s 
Guernica, Calder’s The Mercury Fountain, González’s Montserrat and Miró’s El Segador (The Reaper).   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Joan Punyet Miró, Miró’s grandson, explains: 
 
“El Segador reflected the pain, suffering and revolutionary angst of the Catalan people on seeing how their 
identity, their language and their culture risked being engulfed by a nationalist victory. It is important to note 
that this mural was produced specifically for the Republican Pavilion, as was Picasso’s Guernica.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Ramón Puyol, ¡No Pasarán! Julio 1936; Julio 1937, ¡Pasaremos!, Posters Collection of the Pavilion of the Spanish Republic (University of 
Barcelona), © Autors, photo courtesy of CRAI Biblioteca de del Pavelló de la República, Barcelona 

Right: Las Ruinas del arte de España son una acusación más contra el fascismo. Posters Collection of the Pavilion of the Spanish Republic (University 
of Barcelona); C-35. © Autors, photo courtesy of CRAI Biblioteca del Pavelló de la República, Barcelona 

Alexander Calder, Crag with Yellow Boomerang and Red Eggplant, 1974, Láminas de metal 
pintado y alambre, 198.1 x 238.7 x 104.1cm, Courtesy of Mayoral 
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The original pavilion was designed by renowned Spanish architects Josep Lluís Sert and Luis Lacasa to assert 
the validity of the Spanish Republic and openly denounce Franco’s Nationalist regime. The modernist Pavilion 
stood in bold contrast to the monumental pavilions of the Soviet Union and Germany. Both architects also 
played a pivotal role in inviting Picasso and Miró to take part in the commission for the Spanish Pavilion. The 
original pavilion has since been dismantled and a replica was built in 1992 at The Pavelló de la República CRAI 
Library in Barcelona by the architects Antonio Ubach, Juan Miguel Hernandez and Miguel Espinet Leon.  

Art Revolutionaries pays tribute to the Pavilion by including imitations of the Pavilion façade as well as replica 
furniture and an abundance of historical and archival material including press coverage and footage of the 
Pavilion. Amongst the archival material will be documentation of ways in which British artists such as Henry 
Moore and Felicia Browne showed support for the Spanish Republicans during the Spanish Civil War, and of 
the tour of Picasso’s Guernica around the UK in 1938, first shown at New Burlington Galleries, London. 

 

Jordi Mayoral, Director of Mayoral explains the motives behind bringing this show to London: 

“The works produced by the artists involved at the time of the Spanish Civil War represent a significant turning 
point in the country’s struggle between democracy and fascism. As we commemorate the 80th anniversary of 
this historical episode in Paris in 1937, we pay homage to these artists before a London audience”. 

 
Outside view of the Spanish Pavilion by Josep Lluís Sert and Luis Lacasa, 1937, Exposition Internationale des Arts et Techniques dans le Vie Moderne, 

Paris. Arxiu Históric del Col.legi Oficial d’Arquitectes de Catalunya, Barcelona. Photo by Roness-Ruan. 
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Notes to Editors 
 
Art Revolutionaries, Mayoral at 6 Duke Street, London, 18 January – 10 February 2017. 
www.galeriamayoral.com 
 
Open Monday – Sunday, 10am-6pm 
 
About Mayoral  

Mayoral is a gallery specialising in museum-quality post-war and Modern art, focusing on artists with a 
connection to the city of Barcelona. Founded in 1989 in Barcelona, Mayoral’s exhibition programme has 
brought into focus historical works by major avant-garde artists of the twentieth century. The gallery works 
with Dalí, Miró and Picasso, as well as modern masters such as Chagall, Chillida, Fontana, Léger, Magritte and 
those of the Catalan artistic group Dau al Set: Brossa, Cuixart, Ponç, Tàpies and Tharrats. 

Working in close collaboration with the families and estates of the artists, Mayoral ensure their integrity and 
legacy is preserved and a high level of historical accuracy is achieved in the gallery’s innovative, carefully 
curated exhibitions and displays. Mayoral are a long-standing supporter and patron of the Fundació Joan Miró 
in Barcelona. Mayoral were behind the immersive exhibition which recreated Miró’s atelier entitled Miró’s 
Studio that took place in London in January 2016 in collaboration with historian Joan Punyet Miró, the artist’s 
grandson. 

The gallery’s activity extends internationally, through participation in international art fairs such as 
Masterpiece, London and The Armory Show, New York, and close relationships with important private 
collections and museums, such as MoMA, the Picasso Museum, the Thyssen-Bornemisza and the Reina Sofía. 
Recent key exhibitions in their Barcelona premises have included: Miró/Calder (2014); Miró. Le courtisan 
grotesque (2005); Dalí. The worries of a genius (2004); 35 Picassos (2008); and Chillida-Awakening (2015).  

Twitter: @galeriamayoral / Instagram: @galeriamayoral 
 
About Joan Punyet Miró  

Joan Punyet Miró is an art historian, curator, writer, poet and performance artist. He holds a degree in Art 
History from New York University, and has published several books on Joan Miró, such as Miró: Le peintre aux 
étoiles, Paris 1993, Miró: L’atellier, Paris 1996, Al voltant de Miró, Barcelona 2014 and The Miró Eye, Madrid 
2015. Together with Joan Gardy Artigas, he co-authored the 2007 catalogue raisonné on Ceramics. Miró – 
Artigas. 

Joan Punyet Miró curated the exhibition Calder in the Fundació Miró in 1997 and has collaborated and 
consulted on numerous Joan Miró exhibitions in Toronto, London, Baden-Baden, New York, Paris, Taipei, 
Santiago de Chile, Mantova, Istanbul and Dusseldorf among others, often writing essays for the accompanying 
catalogues. In 2014, he curated the exhibition Joan Miró: Graphic Work at the Fundació Tren de l’art Ferrocaril 
de Sóller in Palma. 

As the late painter´s grandson, Joan Punyet Miró is Managing Director of the Successió Miró, as well as  
Vice-president of the Association for the Defense of Miró’s Oeuvre (ADOM). He is a patron of the Fundació 
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Miró de Barcelona, the Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallorca, and the recently created Fundació Mas-Miró,  
Mont-roig.  

About Juan Manuel Bonet 

Juan Manuel Bonet is a writer, art critic and former director of the Institut Valencià d'Art Modern in Valencia 
and of the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in Madrid. He is the current director of the Instituto 
Cervantes in Paris. Bonet has published various essays, poetry and books. He is best known for the 1995 book 
Diccionario de las Vanguardias en España (1907-1936). 

About Josefina Alix 

Josefina Alix is an art historian and curator. She curated the exhibition Pabellón Español. Exposición 
Internacional de París 1937 at the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía in 1987. 

About Fernando Martín 

Fernando Martín is a contemporary art professor at the University of Seville, and author of the first book on 
the Spanish Pavilion: El pabellón español de la Exposición Universal de París en 1937. 

Further exhibition 

Concurrently, Mayoral opens Surrealist Women at Mayoral, Barcelona from 12 January - 1 April 2017.  Curated 
by Victòria Combalia, the exhibition will feature works by Valentine Hugo, Maruja Mallo, Lee Miller, Frida 
Kahlo, Dora Maar, Remedios Varo, Angeles Santos and Leonora Carrington  
 

Forthcoming exhibition 

A solo show of works by Manolo Millares, from April - June 2017 at Mayoral, Barcelona.   


